
become a College 
house, very much 
as it still existed in 
early 2004. Some 
renovation took place 
in 1948 and fairly 
dubious repairs were 
also done at this time 
to the stonework 
and render which 
seems largely to 
have consisted of 
concealing areas of 
stone decay with  
cement render !

By the start of the 
present century the 
building was in a 
bad way. One WC 
and shower in a 
1930s rear extension 
and one at fi rst 
fl oor level served 
the entire building. 
The services and 
decorations were 
totally worn out and 
the south-east bay 
had defl ected and 
cracked so badly, 
shoring was required 
to prevent collapse.

By June 2003 the 
College had decided 
upon a repair and 
renovation contract 
and selected their 

architect  by competitive interview 
and tender. Donald Insall Associates 
were awarded the job and began work 
immediately.  

Providing modern heating, IT facilities 
and en-suite shower  rooms throughout 
was a challenge since the building required 
much structural help and no two fl oor 
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 Bringing a derelict building back to life ...

In Saltdean we have enjoyed being part 
of the team working to bring a disused 

barn back to life with new community 
use as a pre-school playgroup and after-
school club for the charity Boomerang 
Kids. We are delighted that the project 
has won a Sussex Heritage Trust 2005 
Community Award in recognition of its 
sucessful completion.

The barn is a typical Sussex agricultural 
building with fl int walls and red tiled roof. 
It is listed Grade II and is the only building 
in Saltdean pre-dating 1900. The original 
use of the barn is uncertain, but since its 
last use as a riding stable in the 1950s it 
had lain derelict, a target for vandals, with 
the roof unsafe and close to collapse.

Our client Helen Hicks, founder of 
Boomerang Kids, lives locally and her 
determination and fund-raising ability 
was the driving force behind the project.  
Initial funding from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund took the scheme to planning 
permission, after which Donald Insall 

Associates were appointed to develop and 
implement the scheme in detail to satisfy 
the stringent requirements of the Brighton 
& Hove Conservation Department, the 
HLF and Ofsted.

As far as possible we have returned the 
building to its original external appearance, 
removing later dormer windows and 
reinstating the large wain openings for 
carts on the long sides of the building with 
simple metal framed windows and doors; 
when the barn is not in use these openings 
are protected from vandalism by sliding 
oak boarded shutters. 

Inside the barn we removed the central 
portion of the fi rst fl oor (this fl oor being 
a later addition in its riding stable days) 
to open up the area between the wain 
openings to the full height of the barn, 
exposing the original oak trusses on either 
side. Confl icting requirements of Ofsted 
and the planners, who wished to retain the 
loose boxes and some cattle stalls, meant 
that retention of some of the fi rst fl oor area 

believed the north roofl ine was raised at 
this time in order to make more attic 

rooms habitable and a timber parapet was 
run across the former gable tops.

Some time before 1906 the property was 
purchased by Pembroke College, and by 
the time the Royal Commission surveyed 
Oxford in 1937 it had been adapted to 

was necessary, although access here was 
severely restricted by the main roof beams 
below head level.  By threading new 
staircases between the fi rst fl oor beams of 
two individual bays we were able to bring 
part of the fi rst fl oor into use, including 
a balcony overlooking the double height 
central bay. The interior appearance has 
been kept as close to that of the original 
barn as possible, with a stained fi nish to  
exposed timber posts, beams and fl oor 
boards. Simple fi ttings include four WCs, 
a kitchen that can be used for teaching and 
cloakroom accomodation.

The team consisted of SFK Consulting 
as structural engineers, Bucknall Austin 
as quantity surveyors; and the builders 
were PD Harris, ably led on site by 
Dave Rounce.  The project was funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Onyx 
Environmental Trust, the Big Lottery Fund, 
The Countryside Agency, the Brighton & 
Hove Regeneration Partnership and the 
local network fund.

Gillian Scanlon - London

The north elevation showing the reinstated wain opening and oak shutters

Interior showing new staircase and retained cow stalls
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plans align precisely (notably the jettied 
upper fl oors) thus complicating the design 
of services routes.

The building contract was won by E 
W Beard after competitive tendering. 
Planning the repair work was extremely 
challenging in view of the concentration 
of repairs and new services in a small 
space. As reconstruction of the south 
east bay began in Bath stone, removal 
of the hard 1940’s render showed the 
south-west bay to be equally unstable, 
so that a total rebuild of this structure 
also became necessary, as well as parts 
of the south stair tower whose condition 
had also been concealed. Work began 
in April 2004 and was completed in 
February 2005 despite the additional 
work found. The accommodation 
now comprises eight en-suite study 
bedrooms, a kitchen, two seminar rooms 
and basement storage.

Rob Dunton - Bath

New oriel in the south gable to replace that lost during the 1940s

The second floor stair lobby which became known 
as “The Confessional”
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uses.  Whilst these schemes were being 
prepared, the repairs that could be 
carried out without knowing the end 
use of the building were implemented.  
This included the re-carving of four 
magnificent chimneypieces that had 
been stolen and never recovered; repairs 
to fabric and structure; the repair of 
important ceilings discovered to be on 
the point of collapse; and the restoration 
of decorative gilded mirrors.

But still no tenant was secured, and 
Chandos’ future still seemed bleak. 
Then, a break-through happened and a 
tenant was found. The Royal Society 
of Medicine expressed an interest in 
re-acquiring the lease and the Howard 
de Walden Estates  agreed to restore 
the main house to RSM’s requirements, 
whilst redeveloping the Duchess Street 
Mews building as modern offices for 
other tenants.

RSM appointed Insalls to act as their 
historic building advisors, working with 
Arup Project Management and Interior 

 Medics revive Adam
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Ten years ago, Chandos House, one 
of Robert Adam’s finest London 

town houses, was unoccupied and in a 
semi-derelict state. The completion of its 
restoration is the result of a collaboration 
between the Royal Society of Medicine, who 
now occupy the building and the Howard 
de Walden Estates, who own the freehold.

This grand London town house, once 
home to the Duke of Chandos and, 
later, the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, 
has now completed its journey back 
to splendour. The road, however, was 
complicated and difficult.

Built on a speculative basis between 
1769 and 1771, Chandos House was an 
important prototype for Robert Adam’s 
later houses in London. Curiously, even 
at this time, the building had troubles as 
it remained unoccupied until 1774 when 
the lease was sold to the third and last 
Duke of Chandos, who gave the house 
its name.  

Two centuries later in 1986, after a period 
of occupation by the Royal Society of 
Medicine, the house was in search of 
a new owner.  In 1990, at the height of 
the property boom, it was bought by a 
property investment company.  Almost 
overnight, the property market crashed 
and neither a new buyer nor an occupier 
could be found in a market that continued 
in free-fall. Buildings left unoccupied 
are prime targets for deterioration, and 
Chandos House was no exception.

Eventually after the serving of repair 
notices and a compulsory purchase 
order, Donald Insall Associates 
were appointed in 1996 by Fairgate 
Investments to advise on the repairs 
and to prepare feasibility studies and 
planning applications for adaptation to 
balance the need for restoration with  
provision for economically viable 
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Designer Dargie Lewis Designs to decorate 
and furnish the interior.  Howard de Walden 
Estates appointed their own consultants 
under ESA architects to implement this last 
phase of construction work.

Of particular interest has been the 
restoration of Adam’s original decorative 
schemes for the ceilings in hues of 
pastel pinks, greens, yellows and blues, 
following investigative paint analysis 
by Catherine Hassall, together with the 
restoration of the magnificent ceiling 
paintings by Antonio Zucchi.

New Adam-style carpets, derived from 
drawings by Adam, surviving carpets 
and other contemporary sources were 
designed by DIA with Brinton Carpets 
in configurations and colours that 
relate to the original Chandos ceilings.  
Magnificent chandeliers and other 
historically appropriate light fittings were 
commissioned for the principal historic 
rooms.  The 18 ensuite bedrooms have 
been decorated and furnished each with 
its individual character, ranging from the 
‘Chinese Room’ with its hand-painted 
silk wallpaper with Chippendale-style 
chairs and black lacquered furniture, 
to more contemporary interiors in less 
‘historic’ areas of the house.  

It is to the credit of the owners that 
Chandos House was chosen by the BBC 
and English Heritage as the venue to 
launch their 2004 Restoration series and 
the 2004 ‘Buildings at Risk register’ 
respectively.  At the same time they were 
able to celebrate the removal of Chandos 
House from the Risk register.

Chandos House is once again in good 
medical hands and is available for 
bookings. For details see www.rsm.
ac.uk/chandoshouse/index.htm

Robin Dhar - London

 Memorial in Park Lane, London 

ANIMALS IN WAR

Originally proposed 
for a site at Hyde 

Park Corner, this 
memorial to animals 
who have served and 
died alongside British 
and allied troops, was 
resited at Donald Insall 
Associates suggestion at 
Brook Gate in Park Lane, 
next to a new pedestrian 
route into Hyde Park.

The memorial which 
honours all animals used 
in war, including horses, 
dogs, dolphins, elephants, 
pigeons and even glow 
worms, was unveiled 
by the Princess Royal, 
last November.

The inscription reads: 

"Animals In War. 
This monument is dedicated to 
all the animals that served and 
died alongside British and allied 
forces in wars and campaigns 
throughout time. 

They had no choice."

The monument pays tribute to the 60 
animals awarded the PDSA Dickin medal 
- the animals' equivalent of the Victoria 
Cross - since 1943. They include 54 
animals: 32 pigeons, 18 dogs, three 
horses and a cat - all commended for 
their service in World War II. 

Among these heroes were:
•  Rob, a para-dog who made more than 

20 parachute drops while serving with 
the SAS on top-secret missions in 
Africa and Italy.

•  Ricky, a canine mine-detector who 
continued with his dangerous task 
of clearing a canal bank in Holland 
despite suffering head injuries.

First floor front drawing room after restoration

• Winkie, a pigeon that fl ew 129 miles 
with her wings clogged with oil to save 
a downed bomber crew.

• Search and rescue dogs Beauty, Peter, 
Irma and Jet, who located survivors 
buried in the debris of the London 
Blitz.

More recent recipients include Buster, 
a six-year-old Springer spaniel, who 
won the medal for his service in Iraq 
in 2003, when he discovered a hidden 
cache of explosives in the southern city 
of Safwan.

The memorial was designed by the 
sculptor of the bronze animals, David 
Backhouse. The Portland stone walls 
were carved by the Carving Workshop 
of Cambridge, the lettering designed 
and carved by Andrew Whittle and the 
contractor was Sir Robert McAlpine. 
Insalls' team consisted of Fintan 
Mooney, Francis Maude and Robert 
Davies, headed by Tony Dyson.     

from BBC NEWS UK EDITION

The Carving Workshop's Portland stone relief with 
David Backhouse's bronze mule in the foreground, 
next to the pedestrian route to Hyde Park

View from the Park Lane central island garden at Brook Gate
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 Eaton Estate office extension
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 Nantclwyd House, Castle Street

RUTHIN, NORTH WALES
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New oak and steel staircase within the extension

Donald Insall Associates' major 
extension and alteration of this 

grade II listed building, reportedly 
designed by Alfred Waterhouse 
in 1880, closely followed the local 
vernacular style.

On the completion of a feasibility study in 
2002, Donald Insall Associates were asked 
to design an extension with alterations to the 
Duke of Westminster’s Eaton Estate offi ces 
near Chester.  The client’s requirement 
was to increase the capacity of the existing 
offi ce and to provide improved staff and 
visitor accommodation.  The diffi culties 
in fi nding this additional fl oor space had 
been highlighted in the feasibility study; 
the building was listed, had to remain 
in operation during the works and was 
in a particularly sensitive location.  The 
solution came from the conversion of the 
neighbouring coach house building, then 
used as a car maintenance garage.

The new work comprised a brick extension 
to the coach house building, with a 
mezzanine fl oor to give additional space.  
A large oak glazed screen provided the 
focal point of the new extension, giving 
views out towards the river and creating a 
modern interpretation of the tradition stone 
mullioned windows of the neighbouring 
building.  The interior features were 
preserved and enhanced wherever 
possible, for example by opening up the 

Nantclwyd House is a grade I listed 
building in Castle Street, in the 

centre of the ancient market town of 
Ruthin, North Wales.

The house has early 15th century origins and 
the earliest part of the building comprises the 
substantial remains of a medieval three unit 
timber-framed hall house.

In common with many early buildings, 
extensive alterations and extensions have 
been carried out over the years.  It is 
thought that the majority of the alterations 
date from the second half of the 17th 
century, although the north-west range 
may be earlier than this.

Most of the extensions are additional 
timber-framed structures, although there is 
a substantial west wing constructed mainly 
in stonework.

Extensive gardens at the rear include a two 
storey summer house, probably dating from 
the early 18th century.

roof space to reveal the original timber 
trusses.  The needs of the historic building 
were carefully balanced with those of its 
occupants. A modern offi ce space has 
been created, giving comfortable levels 
of light and heat, whilst retaining much of 
the original character of the building.  Two 
new meeting rooms have been discreetly 
divided from the rest of the offi ce by a 
simple glazed screen with integral blinds, 
allowing privacy when required.

The converted coach 
house is connected to the 
rest of the offi ces by a 
new link with a lead roof 
and oak windows.  An oak 
and stainless steel stair 
provides a connection to 
the new staff facilities on 
the fi rst fl oor, consisting 
of a lounge, kitchen and 
quiet room.  

The replacement garage 
is situated close by 

Ownership of 
the house has 
been traced to 
1490 when it 
was granted by 
John de Grey, 
who held the 
Lordship of 
Ruthin, to John 
Holland.  The 
building has 
passed through 
several owners 
in its life. 

During the 
latter half of the 
17th century 
Eubule Thelwall 
enlarged the 
house, bought 
Lords Garden 

and constructed a large summer house in it.

The most recent private owner was 
Samuel Dyer Gough.  He purchased the 
house in 1934, and undertook a great deal 
of restoration work.  His widow sold the 
house to the County Council in 1984.

The house has seen a wide variety of uses 
including as a town house for wealthy 
and infl uential owners, a rectory for the 
neighbouring parish of Llanfwrog and as 
a girl’s school for some years until 1893.  
It also provided Judges' Lodgings between 
1834 and 1970.

Denbighshire County Council, the 
current owners of Nantclwyd House, 
commissioned Insalls as Lead 
Consultants to undertake phase one of the 
repair and conservation of the building's 
fabric , which is due for completion in 
September 2005.

Our work has included extensive repairs 
to the timber frame of the building and the 
use of traditional split oak laths and staves 
with daub render to repair the infi ll panels. 
The scheme also includes the provision of 
toilet accommodation and access facilities 
for the less abled. The building will be 
used as a museum and visitor attraction, 
with rooms furnished in a variety of styles 
and periods to refl ect the various uses of 
the building throughout its life.  We are 
working closely with Dr Charles Kightly, 
Historical and Interiors Consultant, who is 
undertaking this aspect of the project and 
who also assisted Denbighshire County 
Council in the preparation of the brief for 
the project.

Geoff Broster - Shrewsbury

The Castle Street front of Nantclwyd House before work started

Reinstatement of traditional split oak lath and daub 
render panels. The upper storey awaits its daub fi nish.

One of the many repairs carried out to the timber frame

and utilises part of a redundant stable 
building.  The main body of the garage 
was constructed using a steel frame with 
painted cedar cladding and a sandstone 
plinth underneath a traditional slate 
roof.  A large oak folding door allows 
complete fl exibility of the space within, 
with traditional steel windows adding an 
abundance of daylight internally.

Jennifer Chambers - Chester

New garage abutting the existing stable building

New extension, together with the original frontage, facing the river
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