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The Bluecoat Arts Centre  Somerset Place
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Somerset Place: a stately crescent on sloping ground

Rarely does an entire Bath crescent 
become available at one time, and 

so it has been with delight that the Bath 
offi ce has assisted Future Heritage Ltd 
with its plans to return Somerset Place to 
private residential occupancy.  

Much of Bath is the product of speculative 
developments, albeit of high architectural 
quality. Somerset Place, where building 
work started in 1790, was one such 
venture, but little work had been completed 
when the fi nancial crash of 1793 halted 
construction.  

It is likely that only the central two 
pedimented houses had been built by then 
and it was not until c.1820 that the crescent 
was completed, although nos. 1 to 4 were 
never built.

The crescent was badly damaged in the 
‘Baedecker’ raids of 1942: 5 to 7 were entirely 
destroyed and only the south elevation and 
pediment of 10 to 13 survived.  Gradually 
acquired after the War by Bath Corporation, 
the south elevation was restored, with 
individual houses accommodating the 
Domestic Science College. More recently 
the crescent has been occupied by Bath Spa 
University, who will now vacate it in two 
stages in September 2008 and September 
2009. We have recently obtained listed 
building consent to reinstate the nine 
complete Grade I houses as originally laid 
out, whilst our colleagues at ORMS (London) 
will oversee the conversion of the post-war 
reconstructed houses into apartments.  Work 
is due to begin on site in October 2008.

Rob Dunton - Bath

CONSERVATION IN LIVERPOOL

Some hundred years ago the school 
moved to a spacious suburban site, after 
which the old Bluecoat building became 
a focus for artistic life within the city, 
accommodating studios and exhibitions, 
the most signifi cant being the ground-
breaking Post-Impressionist exhibition of 
1910-11.  Transferred into the ownership 
of a trust in 1927, the Bluecoat’s future as 
one of the country’s fi rst arts centres was 
fi nally secured.

Entering the 21st millennium, the 
Bluecoat faced signifi cant challenges. 
Much of the historic fabric was in need 

of major repair, mechanical and electrical 
systems had reached the end of their 
operational life and scope for improving 
gallery and performance spaces was 
severely constrained by the internal 
layout. Donald Insall Associates were 
commissioned to prepare a condition 
survey and conservation management plan 
which helped to understand the building’s 
history, providing a policy framework to 
protect its cultural signifi cance and guide 
future development. 

The ground plan of the original building 
had been in the form of an ‘H’ with the 

main entrance in 
the centre of the 
‘link block’.  All 
the front courtyard 
elevations remain 
virtually unaltered, 
but during the early 
19th century the 
entire ‘link block’ 
had been rebuilt 
behind the central 
façade in order to 
accommodate a new 
dining hall at ground 

fl oor level, with a chapel above – an early 
example of façade retention in Liverpool.  
The wings fl anking the rear courtyard 
– originally built as almshouses – had 
been removed and on the south side only 
replaced by school buildings. 

The recently completed development has 
included construction of a new ‘north 
wing’ on the approximate footprint of the 
missing third side of the early 18th century 
rear courtyard.  The 19th century dining 
hall, subdivided in the 20th century for 
committee and reception rooms, has been 
opened up to provide a circulation hub for 
the expanded arts centre.  Its 19th century 
cast iron columns and timber fl oor 
structure, previously concealed within 
partition walls and suspended ceilings, 
have again been revealed.  The southwest 
wing has been conserved, retaining much 
of its original 18th century fabric and 
internal layout. 

Externally, the main challenge was repair 
of brickwork and stone dressings, slate 
roofs and parapet gutter linings.  Early 
documentary records show that one of the 
fi rst steps in the original construction had 
been to build a brick kiln, so preservation 
of the handmade brickwork, that still 
covers virtually all of the front courtyard 
facades, was an obvious priority.  Original 
stone dressings and architectural features 
were in much decayed soft sandstone.  
Our priority here was to arrest further 
decay and retain as much of the original 
fabric as possible.

Thanks to major funding by the Heritage 
and Arts Lotteries, the repairs, alterations 
and new gallery have now been 
successfully completed. The project has 
recently received a regional RIBA award 
and the Bluecoat is once again playing its 
part in the cultural life of the City.

Rob Fraser - Chester

Early 18th century engraving

The dining hall in the late 19th century, later sub-divided but now reinstated as 
the hub of the newly expanded arts centre  

The Cambridge offi ce has recently 
completed a Conservation Plan 

for the National Trust at Ickworth 
House, near Bury St Edmunds, to assist 
proposals for opening up more of the 
house to the public. 

This unusual late 18th century house – a 
rotunda fl anked by two substantial wings – 
was built by the eccentric 4th Earl of Bristol, 
Bishop of Derry.  His descendant, the 4th 
Marquess, married a railway heiress whose 
substantial inheritance enabled the rotunda 
to be refi tted between 1909 and 1911 by A. 
C. Blomfi eld. Our research confi rmed the 
survival of an unusual ‘fi nishing kitchen’ 
in the rotunda basement where many of the 
original Edwardian fi ttings survive. 

Restaurant, shop and other facilities 
that had been in the rotunda basement 
since the Trust acquired the property in 
1956 have now been transferred to the 
refurbished west wing,  providing space 
for display of the Edwardian equipment.  
Our conservation plan provides guidance 
on the signifi cance of these fi ttings, to help 
with the interpretation and enhancement 
of this area for public viewing.

Mark Wilkinson - Cambridge

 An Earl-Bishop's folly
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the specialist fi brous plasterwork in the 
Assembly Hall and some aspects of the 
interior decoration.  We arranged for site 
training in render repair to be provided 
by Tim Meek, based near Inverness, who 
had provided similar expertise in Puerto 
Rico and the US.

The contract has been on site some 16 
months and would have been fi nished 
by now had the original programme 
been maintained; but additional work 
was found necessary in areas previously 
inaccessible. There have also been 
diffi culties arising from the contractor’s 
lack of previous experience in historic 
building restoration and also of any real 
conservation ethic among the site staff, 
including, many of their site managers. 
Inadequate temporary protection of the 
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 Architectural Conservation in the Caribbean
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The Founder’s Building at Queen’s 
Royal College, built between 1902 

and 1904, has achieved iconic status as 
one of Trinidad’s most important seats 
of learning.

The building’s deteriorating condition 
prompted the Trinidadian Ministry 
of Works and Transport to fund the 
restoration of the building.  Their 
intention has been to use this project (as 
well as the restoration of the President’s 
House nearby) to increase the level of 
conservation skills both at a professional 
level and within the construction 
industry.

Constructed in mass un-reinforced 
concrete, the Founder’s Building is faced 
externally in coloured render with local 
blue limestone dressings.  All joinery, 
the roof structure and fl oors are of pitch 
pine. The roofs are covered in blue/grey 
Welsh slates with copper-lined gutters, 
galvanised steel hips and ridges, with cast 
iron rainwater goods and ridge cresting. 
Classrooms and offi ces have plastered 

walls, with timber boarded ceilings and 
cornices.  The whole of the south wing of 
the building is taken by a double height 
Assembly Hall which has an enriched 
coved plaster ceiling, wall pilasters and 
stained glass in the main windows.

Insalls were appointed to assist local 
architect Bernard Mackay in 2003, with 
structural advice provided by Richard 
Swift of UK-based SFK Consultancy.

Survey and assessment
In 2004 we made a series of visits to 
investigate the condition of the building 
and to prepare a schedule of repairs.  
Principal conservation works included:

• Repairing structural fractures,
• Overhauling roof and rainwater 

drainage and providing easier 
maintenance, 

• Repairing termite-damaged Assembly 
Hall balcony fl oors and joinery 
affected by damp rot, 

• Renovating external render and 
Assembly Hall plasterwork damaged 
by water penetration and salt 
crystallisation, 

• Total renewal of mechanical and 
electrical services,

• Reinstatement of many missing cast 
iron details, 

• Restoration of internal and external 
decorative schemes where original 
colours had been obliterated. 

Concurrent with the repairs, improvements 
have now been undertaken to make the 
building more suitable for 21st century 
needs. These including provision of a 
wheelchair ramp and lift, Assembly Hall 
air-conditioning, re-planning the offi ces 
of the headmaster, administrator and staff 
areas, addition of remote mechanical 
winding for the clock, with fl oodlighting 
to enhance the appearance of the building 
at night.

The various materials of which the school 
was built were assessed and, where 
necessary, subjected to chemical analysis, 
to allow repairs to be specifi ed correctly. 
The external render was found to be in 
two colours, terracotta red and grey, 
originally limewashed to give consistent 

colours emphasising the architectural 
detailing.  Evidence was found of an 
earlier phase of repairs in very hard 
cement, much stronger than the concrete 
structure from which it had often become 
detached.

Roof slates were found to have come from 
a now-closed quarry in North Wales; but 
a source of similar slates was identifi ed. 
The pitch pine probably came from 
Canada or the northern United States. 
This timber had been widely used because 
its high resin content made it resistant to 
termites.  In the Assembly Hall, the fl oor 
was of greenheart, a local timber hard to 
work and expensive, but very durable and 
widely used for prestigious fl oors in the 
region.  The ironmongery and brassware 
had almost certainly originally been 
supplied from Britain and indeed very 
similar items are still available today, 
which meant that only a few needed to be 
re-made.  Cast iron items were repaired 
or recast in Trinidad.

The clock, added in its tower in 1911 
in commemoration of the life of King 
Edward VII, is considered one of the key 
architectural landmarks of Port-of-Spain 
and is equipped with a ‘Westminster’ 
chime. Its repair was entrusted to Smith’s 
of Derby, since no suitably qualifi ed 
clocksmiths are resident on the island.

Work begins
After a thorough examination, we put 
in hand fi rst-aid emergency works to 
weatherproof the building and protect 
the interiors, whilst the main works 
were subjected to a convoluted tendering 
process. Work fi nally began on site early 
in 2007, a local fi rm Kee Chanona being 
the main contractor, with local sub-
contractors for roofi ng, joinery and most 
other trades.  As well as Smith’s of Derby, 
the other main foreign sub-contractor 
was US-based EverGreene who handled 

building allowed 
rain to saturate 
previously dry 
parts of the 
building, delaying 
the work and 
risking outbreaks 
of wet rot. Careless 
stripping out meant 
that items intended 
to be salvaged have 
had to be renewed, 
increasing the 
extent and cost of 
the work. Some 
local tradesmen, 

including slaters and metalworkers, 
did not possess the skills they claimed, 
causing unsatisfactory and abortive work 
to be re-done by other specialists, with 
resultant delay and expense.

Work has, however, advanced. External 
render repairs are now nearly complete, 
structural repairs have been done, joinery 
repairs are progressing well, the Assembly 
Hall is being re-fi tted and many of the 
new services have been installed. It is 
now hoped to complete the contract by 
Christmas 2008.

Notably, the trade that has given most 
satisfaction – render work – is where 
specialist training had been given. In 
any future project we should like to see 
training extended over a wider range of 
trades, to develop further the skills of the 
local craftsmen and contractors. 

A great surprise has been the discovery, 
under layers of paint, of beautifully 
stencilled wall decorations (left) in the 
six classrooms. The cost of restoring 
these is high, so that two rooms will be 
done now, with the other four protected 
until further funds have been raised

Francis Maude - London

Rotting joinery and stucco ... 

TRINIDAD

...being repaired

Assembly Hall ceiling

East front and clock tower
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SHREWSBURY

 Scheduled Monument Conservation Owners' and Trainers' Pavilion

CHESTER RACECOURSE

The Owners’ and Trainers’ Pavilion 
takes its design inspiration from the 

white post and rails of the Racecourse 
itself.  Constructed as a lightweight 
steel structure, slender circular steel 
columns are exposed and painted white 
with a dynamic sloping  eaves crowning 
the simple elevations. 

Areas of glazing maximise views of 
the course and take advantage of the 
pre-parade area, whilst the horizontal 
emphasis of the design is further 
enhanced by the transoms of the glazing 
system. External cladding in natural 
cedar boarding takes its cue from other 
new buildings around the racecourse as 
part of an emerging corporate aesthetic, 
whilst presenting an attractive contrast 
to the white columns of the exposed steel 
structure. The large overhanging eaves, 
with its continuous white soffi t, provides 
passive solar control and shelter, further 
emphasising the horizontal design of the 
pavilion.

Set on the axis of the pre-parade area and 
adjacent to the pre-saddling stables, the 
pavilion completes a secure ‘courtyard’ 
enclosure to the pre-parade ring. Large 
areas of glazing provide views and 
access to the pre-parade ring and the 
racecourse, the improved facilities 

Design inspired by the white posts of the Racecourse Spring 2008 marked completion 
of the fi fth and fi nal phase of a 

planned maintenance programme 
of conservation work at Shrewsbury 
Castle.

Following a Condition Assessment in 
2003 of the Castle Main Hall, together 
with the Postern Gate and Laura’s Tower 
both within the Castle grounds, Donald 

Insall Associates were appointed as Lead 
Consultants for a fi ve year conservation 
programme. The castle and adjacent 
structures are Scheduled Monuments 
under the care of Shrewsbury and 
Atcham Borough Council, who had been 
responsible for several earlier phases of 
repair work.

Shrewsbury Castle in its current form is 
the result of work carried out by Thomas 
Telford for William Pulteney in 1790, 
when the Great Hall was increased in 
height.  Laura’s Tower, a prospect tower-
folly also designed by Thomas Telford, 
was constructed on the site of the earlier 
motte and named in honour of the only 
child of William Pulteney.

The date of the Postern Gate is not known. 
It is indicated on a map of Shrewsbury 
dated 1575, but probably has earlier 
origins, the curtain wall and main gate 
dating from the end of 12th century.

The Castle currently houses the 
collections of the Shropshire Regimental 

Museum open to the public, and is also 
used for many other private and public 
functions.

The fi rst phase of works, completed 
in April 2004, included leadwork 
replacement and stonework repairs 
to the Postern Gate, together with 
relaying sections of drainage in the main 
courtyard.

The intermediate three year period of the 
programme concentrated on the Main 
Hall of the Castle.  Works undertaken 
included major stonework repairs, 
structural stabilisation of stonework and 
the replacement of all roof coverings 
using sheet lead. 

The fi nal phase of works, completed this 
year, involved stonework repairs and 
repointing to Laura’s Tower, together 
with revision of the drainage system 
serving the motte on which Laura’s 
Tower had been constructed.

Competitive tenders were obtained for 
each phase of the project, with funding 
provided by Shrewsbury and Atcham 
Borough Council.  Every phase was 
completed within the specifi ed contract 
period, during the winter months, in 
order to minimise any disturbance to the 
normal operation of the Castle.

Geoff Broster - Shrewsbury

providing an attractive addition to the 
enjoyment of racing at Chester.

The low fl at roof of the pavilion 
minimises disruption of the view of the 
pre-parade ring and race track from the 
stands above and the sedum planted roof 
cover extends the soft landscape and 
natural habitat of the course.

The pavilion, with an internal fl oor 
area of 1000 sq m, also provides one of 
Chester’s largest dining and exhibition 
venues for multi-functional events not 
connected with racing.

Heroically completed by local contractor 
RCL & Co only hours before racing 
started, the pavilion was opened for 
the May Festival Races. Commissioned 
in August 2007, successful completion 
of this fast track has been achieved 
despite construction having begun only 
in November. Colleagues at Gifford, 
consulting engineers and FWP, quantity 
surveyors complemented our hands-
on approach to achieve a high quality 
building on time and to budget.

Caroline Blakeley - Chester

The sedum roofed Pavilion extends the natural habitat of the course Laura's Tower following stone repairs New lead covering to the West Tower

Main Hall south elevation and West TowerIa
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